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PaTTAN

Pennsylvania Training and
Technical Assistance Network

Working with the Bureau of Special
Education (BSE), and the Pennsylvania
Department of Education (PDE), PaTTAN
provides a full array of professional
development and technical assistance
targeted to improving student results...

pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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Family Engagement

In this Section

Training Modules ~ Resources for Educators Research and National Standards SPP Indicator 8 — School Facilitated
Parent Involvement

Resources to Share with Families Newsletter ~



https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-4

PaTTAN’S FAMILY ENGAGEMENT NEWSLETTER

* Articles on family PaTﬁN

engagement strategies and Pennsyvania Training and
research

* Upcoming events and . ;:. "
professional development ﬁa P
opportunities f‘

* Family engagement stories FAMILY
of success ENGAGEMENT

Building Partnerships with
Families & Communities


https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Newsletter




FAMILY ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE

Family Engagement promotes
equitable partnerships among
schools, families, and

communities to actively Fuﬂfﬂ

advance student achievement Engugeme%

through shared commitment,
decision making and

responsibility

Families and schools working together,
because our students are worth it.

PaTTAN @

ennsylvania Training an



FAMILY ENGAGEMENT INCREASE STUDENTS'
. . I
* Description RUESESS!
Research shows that
[ ) Research effective Family

Engagement leads to
increased student

¢ RESOU rces Ll achievement.

e By Stakeholder
* Administrators
* Teachers/Staff
* Families

* Videos, Publications, Professional ENGACEMENT HUB
Development

And more!

Check out free Family
Engagement
Resources on the
PaTTAN Family
Engagement Hub!



https://bit.ly/FEHub

Resource: Videos

MO

UNSELORS | PARENTS | SCHOOL

Inspiring Educational Growth

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT vs. FAMILY
ENGAGEMENT

Collaborating with Families: Effective Family Engagement


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEjH4aD3260
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=72&v=cl9WUZIHBfc&feature=emb_title




BENEFITS OF AUTHENTIC FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Teachers Families
* Shift from deficit-to asset- * Stronger parent-child
based beliefs relationships
* Increased multicultural * Better rapport with teacher and
awareness staff
* Greater success in motivating * Greater understanding of child’s
students progress and how to help

* More support from families * More knowledge and

* Stronger morale and advocating for their child
professional satisfaction

Pennsylvania Training and
Technical Assistance Network

Modified from: Everyone Wins! The Evidence for Family-School e
Partnerships & Implications for Practice, p. 10-11.



BENEFITS OF AUTHENTIC FAMILY
ENGAGEMENT TO STUDENTS
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* Higher grades and test scores

* Better attendance and engagement

I IT"]I’
* More positive attitudes and |

behavior

>

* Less high-risk behaviors

* Higher graduation rates and
postsecondary attendance

* Greater sense of efficacy and |
self-esteem T —— T —

Partnerships & Implications for Practice, p. 10-11.




The “Who”
The “Why”
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The “"How’
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https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Teachers-Desk-Reference-Family-and-Community-Engag




Join at menticom | use code 9565 4647

\What are ways you communicate with families?
12 responses
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Your School’s
Communication
Strategies

A Systemic

Approach:
Preparing & Training
Your Staff

>Take a “communication audit” of staff

>Develop policies for accountability of
updating communication info

>(Clarify expectations of frequency and
quality of communications of your staff

>Arrange access to necessary resources
and effective communication tools

>Provide training on how to use
communication tools and apps

>Maintain respectful and courteous
communication in all instances

Adapted from Kraft, 2017



Home-Schoo
* Benefits
 Research
e Establishing
* Maintaining

 Strategies

| Communication:
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Asa classroom teacher, you realize famllies have
3n important role in their children’s education,
They know their history, homeculmre, Oeamlng
styles, likes, Interests, strengths, and Needs,
Familiesare valua bleassets to their childrens

Success and to your classroom. To Capitalize
on their unique k
and effective c

When familles are valued me,
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Over 50 years of research links student
achievement with the various roles that
families playin a childrens education—
s supporters of learning, encou ragers of
gritand determination, models of lifelong
Ieamlng, andadvoca!eso!proper pro-
gramming and placements, When schools
implement intentional andintensive family
— engagernentstram_;lestolrnpfove

= 5 communication, there is a significant
Student achievement

s fise In student achievement scores,

Frequent and consistent communi-
of the team, it leads to positive oy attendance, and

comes for all, especially the Student.
Home-schoo| Communication is 3

<ation helps ensure that both schools

raduation rates and homes are responsive to students’

; unique needs and, therefore, support
key element in student success and increasewhen parents

the attainment of Common goals for

3 nithelr
the schoo| Community, Academic areimvolved inthei

children's overall development,
Strong communication is also linked

achievement, attendance, and grady- children’s education, to the devdmofsu«essful

ation rates increase when families are
Involved in their children's education,

Other benefits of frequent COmmunication
Include improved student engagement,

Mmore positive socia| behavior, greater rates

of homework Completion, increased on-task
behavior, and higher levels of class Participation.

relationships between teachers and
families, and it enurages higher and
Mmore realistic fam lly expectations.

In apilot study of the|:

Continued . . .


https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Teachers-Desk-Reference-Communicating-With-Parents

Providing
Accessibility
to Families:

Families can’t engage in
what they can’t access

Meaningful inclusion and
engagement begins with access
for all

Home language(s) and disability
accommodations should be
primary considerations



Strategies to Bolster Family Engagement in Your Schools

* Include families in the creation and content of your LEA’s
Mission/Vision/Goals

- Implement family engagement across all school policies and
procedures

* Put into practice student-led [EP meetings and school
events, e.g., Back-to-School Night

* Promote A-bility Awareness





https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Education-Leader-Educational-Benefit-Review-EBR
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Education-Leader-Special-Education-Paraprofessiona

Student-Led IEP Resource Hub

STUDENTLED IEP (INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM)

A hub of resources
designed to support
students in leading

their own IEP by Engaging Families

i :
ctiidents. fariies. in the IEP Process

and educators.


https://pattan082-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/personal/lcartwright_pattankop_net/Documents/Desktop/S-LIEP/S-LIEP%20Resources/SLIEP%20RESOURCE%20HUB/S-LIEP%20RESOURCE%20HUB.url?csf=1&web=1&e=wFQyDm
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCkBP2csbOsup3QQeF0YLJzb2AEqJaXmj
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Engaging-Families-in-the-IEP-Process-A-Guide-for-S

It’s All About Family-School Partnerships

- Welcome families as equal partners and encourage staff to
do the same

* Recognize and utilize families’ strengths
- Respect diversity and examine cultural biases
* Include families in decision-making (e.g., curricula selection)

* Provide families opportunities for training (presenting
& receiving), interaction, and collaboration



ENHANCING FAMILY ENGAGEMENT TRAINING MODULES

Welcoming All Families Speaking Up for Every
INnfo the School Child
Community

Shared Decision
Making

Communicating TN

Family

EffeCTlveN Engagement

Collaborating with the
Community

Supporting Student
SUCCESS



https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules
https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-1
https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-2
https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-2
https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-3
https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-4
https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-4
https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-5-Shared-Decision-Making
https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-6
https://www.pattan.net/Supports/Family-Engagement/Training-Modules/Module-6

SUPPORTS FOR SCHOOLS

Family Engagement PD Get Customized PD & Technical
Survey Assistance in
What are Your Family Family Engagement & Other Areas
Engagement Support Needs? .

Systemic Customized Supports

A brief, five-question survey to ? (CoitER Rt ZEel SR e

help inform Pennsylvania’s family * Emergent Short-Term Customized
engagement support to LEAs Supports

* Professional Development
Customized Supports

e Autism Initiative Supports (Support

requests re-open Spring ‘24
PaTTAN ° P Pring 24 @)






FAMILY ENGAGEMENT ACROSS AGENCIES

Family
Engagement
Across
Agencies

N mission
empower



Parents of children who receive or who m
be eligible for special education services ha

rights under a law called the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). This brochure
provides a summary of those rights. The
Procedural Safeguards Notice provides a
more detailed explanation of those rights.

Local educational agencies (LEAs), which include
school districts, charter schools, early interven

tion agencies, and intermediate units (1Us),
must give parents a copy of the Procedural
Safeguards Notice at least once each school

year. Parents can also obtain a copy

om their

school at any time. The Procedural Safeguards
Notice is available from the Pennsylvania
Department of Education, Bureau of Special

Education

There are several organizations that can help
parents understand their rights and how to
navigate the special education system. For
assistance, parents are encouraged to call any
of the organizations listed on the back of this

brochure.

Parents Have Rightg

Some basic rights you have as a p:

* To have your child receive a frel
public education (FAPE)

To be a member of the team 1!
your child’s education progra
meelings about that progran

+ To understand every docurr

* To know and understand y:
language you understand !

To pursue other options
your LEA
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Inteliectual Disability
Adequate Yearly Progress Individuals With Disabilities Education Act
Basic Education Circular Independent Educational Evaluation

Bureau of Special Education Individualized Education Program

Blind or Visually Impaired Individualized Family Service Plan
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CART Communication Access Realtime Translation

:

Evaluation Report

Child & Adolescent Service System Program LEA

Local Educational Agency

Corrective Action Verification Plan Licc Local Interagency Coordinating Council

Curriculum-Based Assessment Learning Media Assessment

Classroom Diagnostic Tools Least Restrictive Environment

DSM-5:TR


https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Understanding-the-Language-of-Special-Educatio-1
https://www.pattan.net/publications/parents-rights-understanding-the-procedural-safegu/
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Pennsylvania-Parent-Guide-to-Special-Education-for
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Education-ABCs

FAMILIES TO THE MAX (F2MAX)

The Pennsylvania Statewide
Family Network, made up of
individuals, families and
professionals working
together to foster change in

special education.

29



FAMILIES TO
THE MAX O Mmission

Leading change for
children with diverse
needs by maximizing
opportunities in the

home, classroom, and

community.

Empower students,
families, and
communities to
believe that all
children can reach
their maximum
potential.



Created in Collaboration with

Pennsylvania Families

The Bureau of Special Education (BSE)

The Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance
Network (PaTTAN)

The Parent Education and Advocacy Leadership
(PEAL) Center

Hispanos Unidos Para Ninos Excepcionales (HUNE)

Pa rrﬁu peal

Pennsy vama raining and CENTE
Techni lA e Network

“ducation Programs



FAMILIES TO THE MAX TIP SHEETS

Presuming Competence

In the Fall/Winter of 2019, FAMILIES TO THE MAX (F2MAX) presented the training,
Presuming Competence: Moving from Theory to Practice in the IEP. Families and
educators shared stories and ideas that assisted school teams in thinking about how
presuming competence can be reflected in a student’s [EP. Looking at the list below,
can you think of other ways to presume competence for your children?

Ways to Reflect Presuming Competence in the IEP

At IEP Team Meetings

« Have your child attend IEP
meetings

« Create and bring your child’s
Vision Statement to |EP
meetings

« Think of ways the IEP can
support that vision

Supports for School Personnel

= Engage general education
teachers in modifying general
education materials

= Create time for general and
special education teacher to
collaborate

= Schedule meeting times between
parents, teachers, therapists, and
instructional assistants

Augmentative and Alternate
Communication (AAC)

« Create opportunities for peers to
explore your child’s AAC device
and independently use the device
to engage with your child

« Create time for the |EP team
to have training on use of your
child’s AAC device

Presumption and Practice

= Assume your child has something
to communicate

« Create and/or facilitate opportuni-
ties for your child to develop peer
relationships

« Presume competence in your
child’s abilities, even if challenging
behaviors exist

“My child is smart. He
just learns differently.”

— Kim, parent

“Presume competence,
even when it's scary”
— Anita, parent

The couteats of this doament were devded undes agant fen.
thell5. Deparment of Education, #IBAITUC, Howevechese.

PEAL\
CENTER

i e

HUNE: 215-425-6203 PEAL
bt dont ety mresstthe il el : PO
tyhefebl gt Popet O, racrtidne FAMILIAS A LO MAXIMO

215-595-5866

11/20

FAMILIES TO THE MAX Tip Sheet

)

Access to the General Education Curriculum

General Education

Regardiens of 2 (s placemant, having access 1 the genend education cumodum
15 3 ceguirement of the Tvery Stadent Sucteeds Act (R55A) and the Individsals with

3
Desabines Education At JOEAL The

& the 1997 A s

5

2 the same © dum 2 that established
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Sor students without diabiimes. How do we 200ess the general education cusculum for

shadents with dnablises!
Ways to Provide Access to the G

164 ot .

Wheeo to Look for the Genecal
Education Currbaushem
o On your school’s webrite, ¥the
cumcubum &5 Hot avallable on the
webriite, a0k your schook for 3 haed

Py
« The Standands Abgred Sysems
(SAS) portal www pdesii. o0y

the geosral education teacher
what your (s peers without
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mason in 3 school subpect that
may be of terest

» Increased opportunities for
colaboration betwesn spectad and
Geowral edhcation teachens, which
s beneficul 10 the d's progeess

= Afocus on 3 TS abilises

o A school setting where thidoen
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Access requires
that the student
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is being offered.

Available in Spanish
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PaTTAN%20-%20Families%20to%20the%20MAX%20Tip%20Sheet:%20Presuming
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/F2MAX-Access-to-the-GE-Curriculum
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Families-to-the-MAX-Tip-Sheet-Behavior
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https://globalfrp.org/content/download/419/3823/file/GFRP_Family%20Engagement%20Carnegie%20Report.pdf
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Thank You!

Kim Jenkins
kjenkins@pattan.net

Jacqui DiDomenico
jdidomenico@pattan.net

Linda Cartwright
lcartwright@pattan.net
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